Application No.: 09/558,974' 

Amendment dated 27- June 2005 

Reply to Office Action mailed on 16 February 2005 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the following recitation of pending 
claims: 

1-2 (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising a first 
WLAN-device calibrator element, located at the first WLAN device, said first WLAN-device 
calibrator element for causing the first WLAN device to generate the first WLAN device- 
generated signal. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the first WLAN device comprises 
a first portable computer station having a first WLAN PCCARD selectably operable in a 
broadcast transmit mode, and wherein said first WLAN-device calibrator element causes the first 
WLAN PCCARD to operate in the broadcast mode to generate the first WLAN device-generated 
signal. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4 further comprising a second WLAN-device 
calibrator element located at the second WLAN device, said second WLAN-device calibrator 
element for controlling operation of said variable attenuator to select the selected attenuation 
level of said variable attenuator. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said second WLAN-device 
calibrator element is further for measuring values of the attenuated signal formed by said 
variable attenuator and applied to the second WLAN device when the second WLAN device is 
connected to the second port of said variable attenuator. 
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7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the values of the attenuated signal 
measured by said second WLAN-device calibrator element comprise RSSI (Received Signal 
Strength Indication) values. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the second WLAN device 
comprises a second portable computer station having a second WLAN PCCARD, and wherein 
said second WLAN-device calibrator element is further for forming a connection function 
responsive to measured values of the attenuated signal formed by said variable attenuator at the 
selected attenuation level. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said second WLAN-device 
calibrator element selects the selected attenuator level of said variable attenuator to be of 
successively-different levels, measures the attenuated signal formed at the second port attenuated 
at the successively-different levels, and forms the connective function responsive thereto. 

10-20. (Cancelled) 
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21 . (Currently amended) In a WLAN having a first WLAN device and at least a 
second WLAN device, each of the first and at least second WLAN device, respectively, capable 
of communicating WLAN data, an improvement of apparatus for selectably connecting the first 
WLAN device and the second WLAN device, said apparatus comprising: 

a variable attenuator having a first port selectably connectable to the first WLAN device 
and a second port selectably connectable to the second WLAN device, the first WLAN device 
forming a device under test and the second WLAN device forming a control-device, a first 
WLAN devic e g e n e rat e d signal s e l e ctably appli e d to the first port when th e first port is 
connect e d to the first WLAN d e vic e , said variable attenuator for attenuating at a selected 
attenuation level a the-first WLAN device-generated signal at a s e l e cted att e nuation level applied 
to the first port when the first port is connected to the first WLAN device, and for providing an 
attenuated signal at the second variable-attenuator port ther e of ; and 

a test controller coupled to the first WLAN device and selectably connectable to said 
variable attenuator and to th e first WLAN d e vic e, said test controller for selecting the selected 
attenuation level of said variable attenuator and for selecting parameters of the first WLAN 
device-generated signal signal, th e first WLAN devic e forming a d e vic e und e r t e st and th e 
s e cond WLAN devic e forming a control d e vic e ; 

wherein said variabl e att e nuator compris e s a re s istiv e step attenuator having a plurality of 

r e sistiv e el e m e nts, each of th e r e sistiv e el e m e nts of th e plurality of resistiv e elements of diff e rent 
r e sistiv e valu e s, wher e in a s e l e ct e d at l e ast on e resistiv e e lem e nt is sel e cted to b e coupled to th e 
first port, th e r e by to attenuate first WLAN d e vic e g e n e rat e d signal at th e s e l e ct e d att e nuation 
level, th e select e d att e nuation l e v e l r e sponsiv e to th e r e sistive valu e of th e s e l e ct e d at l e ast on e 
resistiv e e lem e nt . 
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22. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the second WLAN 
device is connected to the second port of said variable attenuator and wherein the second WLAN 
device measures values of the attenuated signal formed by said variable attenuator. 

23. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 22 wherein said test controller 
further is coupled to the second WLAN device, wherein the second WLAN device forwards 
measured values of the attenuated signal to said test controller. 

24. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 23 wherein said test controller is 
further operable, responsive to forwarding of the measured values thereto by the second WLAN 
device, to analyze operation of the first WLAN device. 

25. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein the parameters of the 
first WLAN device-generated signal selected by said test controller comprise a desired transmit 
power level, a transmission frequency, and a data rate. 
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26. (Currently amended) In a WLAN having a first WLAN device and at least a 
second WLAN device, each of the first and at least second WLAN device, respectively, capable 
of communicating WLAN data, an improvement of apparatus for selectably connecting the first 
WLAN device and the second WLAN device, said apparatus comprising: 

a variable attenuator having a first port selectably connectable to the first WLAN device 
and a second port selectably connectable to the second WLAN device, the first WLAN device 
forming a device under test and the second WLAN device forming a control-device, a first 
WLAN device gen e rated signal s e l e ctably appli e d to the first port wh e n the first port is 
connect e d to th e first WLAN d e vic e , said variable attenuator for attenuating at a selected 
attenuation level a the-first WLAN device-generated signal at a s e l e cted att e nuation l e v e l applied 
to the first port when the first port is connected to the first WLAN device, and for providing an 
attenuated signal at the second variable-attenuator port th e r e of ; and 

a test controller coupled to said variable att e nuator, and to the first WLAN device^ and to 
the second WLAN device, and selectably connectable to said variable attenuator, said test 
controller for selecting the selected attenuation level of said variable attenuator and for selecting 
parameters of the first WLAN device-generated signal, signal, th e first WLAN d e vic e forming a 
control devic e and th e second WLAN d e vice forming a d e vic e und e r t e st 

wh e r e in said variabl e att e nuator compris e s a resistive step att e nuator having a plurality of 

resistiv e e l e m e nts, e ach of th e r e sistiv e e l e m e nt s of the plurality of r e sistiv e e l e m e nts of different 
resistiv e values, wherein a s e lect e d at least on e resistiv e e l e m e nt is sel e cted to b e coupled to th e 
first port, th e r e by to attenuat e first WLAN d e vic e g e n e rat e d signal at th e s e l e ct e d att e nuation 
level, the s e lected attenuation lev e l r e sponsiv e to th e r e sistive value of the select e d at least on e 
resistiv e e l e m e nt. 
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27. (Currently amended) In a WLAN having a first WLAN device and at least a 
second WLAN device, each of the first and at least second WLAN device, respectively, capable 
of communicating WLAN data, an improvement of apparatus for selectably connecting the first 
WLAN device and the second WLAN device, said apparatus comprising: 

a variable attenuator having a first port selectably connectable to the first WLAN device 
and a second port selectably connectable to the second WLAN device, the first WLAN device 
forming a device under test and the second WLAN device forming a control-device, a first 
WLAN d e vic e g e n e rat e d signal s e l e ctably appli e d to th e first port wh e n th e first port is 
conn e ct e d to the first WLAN d e vic e , said variable attenuator for attenuating at a selected 
attenuation level a the-first WLAN device-generated signal at a selected attenuation level applied 
to the first port when the first port is connected to the first WLAN device, and for providing an 
attenuated signal at the second variable-attenuator port th e r e of ; and 

a test controller located in the second WAN WLAN device, the test controller coupled to 
the first WLAN device and selectably connectable to said variable attenuator and to th e first 
WLAN d e vic e, said test controller for selecting the selected attenuation level of said variable 
attenuator and for selecting parameters of the first WLAN device-generated signal signal th e 
first WLAN d e vic e forming a devic e under t e st and th e s e cond WLAN devic e forming a control 
device; 

wh e rein said variable attenuator compris e s a resistiv e step attenuator having a plurality of 

resistiv e e lements, each of th e r e sistiv e elem e nts of th e plurality of resi s tiv e e l e m e nts of diff e r e nt 
r e sistiv e valu e s, wh e r e in a s e lected at l e ast on e r e sistiv e e l e m e nt is s e l e ct e d to b e coupled to th e 
first port, thereby to att e nuat e first WLAN devic e gen e rat e d signal at th e s e l e ct e d attenuation 
l e vel, th e s e l e ct e d att e nuation l e v e l responsive to th e r e sistiv e valu e of th e s e lect e d at least on e 
r e sistiv e e lem e nt . 
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28. (New) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein said variable attenuator comprises a 
resistive step attenuator having a plurality of resistive elements, each of the resistive elements of 
the plurality of resistive elements of different resistive values, wherein a selected at least one 
resistive is selected to be coupled to the first port, thereby to attenuate first WLAN device- 
generated signal at the selected attenuation level the selected attenuation level responsive to the 
resistive value of the selected at least one resistive element. 

29. (New) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein said variable attenuator comprises a 
resistive step attenuator having a plurality of resistive elements, each of the resistive elements of 
the plurality of resistive elements of different resistive values, wherein a selected at least one 
resistive element is selected to be coupled to the first port, thereby to attenuate first WLAN 
device- generated signal at the selected attenuation level, the selected attenuation level responsive 
to the resistive value of the selected at least one resistive element. 

30. (New) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein said variable attenuator comprises a 
resistive step attenuator having a plurality of resistive elements, each of the resistive elements of 
the plurality of resistive elements of different resistive values, wherein a selected at least one 
resistive element is selected to be coupled to the first port, thereby to attenuate first WLAN 
device- generated signal at the selected attenuation level, the selected attenuation level responsive 
to the resistive value of the selected at least one resistive element. 
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